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Architect uses wind to generate power

The Yomiuri Shimben

Wind power is galzing wider public
recognition a3 3 clean ecerygy source and
an architect in Tarumi Ward Kobe, =8
buliding 2 wind generater to supply 2ouse-
bolds with clean power.

Masao Wakita, TL bas een wocking on
the progect for five years and complited &
prototype pecerator tn May.

“This gececater Is a starting point*
Wakita sald. *T want to improve its offi-
clency in cooperation with researchers sod
IDterested companies 50 that pecple aroand
the natica will b able to geerate safe and
clean clectricity.”

The idea of developing 2 wind power

generator it him 48 Do was enjoying e
wind while lcoking at the betdge over the
Akashi Strat pear his bome.
In his 40-year career as an architect,
Wakita has Sesigned aboat 400 dulidings,
coedomininums,

bospltals and
He had 20 previous knowledge of wind
power geascation, 10 he read deoks on

wind power and physics ahead of starting
work ca the project.
_The prototype s a reemebeckog tecd-
sagulsr funosl made from stesl pipe and
covered with thick green vinyl sheets.
The eatry end of the funnel 5 1§ meters
tigh and three meters wide The oher end
i1 2 82 centimaters by 30 cantimeters and
has 2 fan with five 8d-ceatimeterlong

Biades attached

Whka sid the funnel shape & bazed ca
the principle that wind velocity (nervases
as #t passes through & DATOW opening.

A breeze entering the Jarge cad of the
funnel becomes much stroager as it exits
the cther ead and caa e use 10 generate
power, according to Wakzz

Toe digpest probiem was o ensure the
gaoerator was constantly facing into the
wind, Wk sid.

Whakita instalied 3 pive at the geneca.
toe’s center of gravity 5o that X turns into
umdhvmdanAommcm-
clendly, like a weatherooc,

Wikita mcuanted the penerator on the
roof «f his twostory Jouss and it currently

~

THE DAILY YOMIURI

sbout 20 watts of electricity per

peaject.

The peoxtype falls to peovide suffictent
power 1o sacvice & household, but Wakita
3ad be aims to generate 300 walls per
tour, which s e aversge smocat of eloc
tricry conrumed by househodds, He & phn-
ning 10 6> 30 by making the fan’s biades

M‘EMW.
the Sutare, | would like to install my

“Eventually, I would ke to create a wind
anamumdy
npruneuuumom be addad.

Waldta checks the wind direction in
front of a wind power generator be de-
signed and built.





